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Primary and Secondary Source Comparison

Christopher Columbus
For the primary source I selected “Letter from the ‘New World’” by Cristopher Columbus.  Though this it isn’t specifically addressed, it’s clear that this was a letter authored by Christopher Columbus and written to someone from his homeland. The description says the letter was written in 1492. It is about Columbus’ encounters with unfamiliar lands and the native people he finds living there. He excitedly describes the plants, terrain, and people, which he clearly finds strange and exotic, but he’s also careful to point out that he’s taken control of the lands and people for the king. He describes the available resources, fertile ground, and makes a point of noting the natives are fearful, ill-equipped for battle, and non-confrontational. It seems as if Columbus has scouted the area specifically for conquest and is reporting back to someone close to the king to gain favor and receive permission to continue invading the area. This letter shows, in his own words, the ill intentions Christopher Columbus had on even his first journey, and is a good example of his mindset going forward. By reading it we can see how the native peoples would eventually be enslaved, killed, and have their homes and land taken from them.One secondary source article selected for comparison on a similar topic. (See 2 on instructions)
The primary source is identified and the questions listed in item 4 of the instructions are  thoroughly answered in regard to the source.

My secondary source is an article found on a history themed website.  This article was written by an anonymous RandomHistory.com “team member”. The About Us page describes team members as professionally trained writers and history enthusiasts, all of whom have a bachelor’s degree or higher in the fields of history, journalism, or English. According the About Us page, RandomHistory.com is dedicated to compiling the best selection of history articles and facts, the subjects of which are either selected by team members or requested by site visitors. Though the information presented casts Columbus in a negative light, there doesn’t appear to be any reason for or evidence of author bias; credible references are given for the information provided in the article. Though it touches on his childhood and early life, the article focuses primarily on Columbus’ voyages to and from the islands of South America and his actions between the years of 1942 and 1504. There were many things I wasn’t aware of, such as the conflicts Columbus had with his own men who were often on the brink of mutiny. There were conflicts with his countrymen as well, in one case leading him to illegally execution seven Spanish men, though he had no authority to do so. There were concerns about his mental stability, and throughout his entire life he refused to accept that the land he had seized was not India. The information in this article shed new light on Columbus’ personality and mental state that I wasn’t able to gather from the primary source alone.The secondary source is identified and the questions listed in item 4 of the instructions are  thoroughly answered in regard to the source.


I learned from both the primary and secondary sources that Christopher Columbus was a very bad man, at least by modern standards. I knew he had done terrible things to the Native Americans, but I assumed he had good intentions and things just got out of control. Now I see that he set out on his initial journey with dark intentions, and his own men and countrymen became targets in his quest for power. I didn’t know the extent of how he terrorized people, that he sold natives into slavery, or that he murdered his own people. I also learned how Columbus Day came about, despite the negative information we have on this man.A paragraph summarizing what you learned by comparing the primary source with your selected secondary source.  This is not just a summary of the sources, but what you learned about different source types.
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A list of your primary and secondary sources in one of the approved formats (APA, MLA or Chicago Style for Humanities).  In this example, the Microsoft Word reference tool was used to create a Chicago Style Bibliography.


